Editor:
The report by Dr. Howerth on chlamydiosis in African clawed frogs (Vet Pathol 21: [28] [29] [30] [31] [32] 1984) was of interest since it indicates that the condition is more widespread than formerly recognized in this amphibian species.
However, I wish to point out that light microscopic and ultrastructural lesions of amphibian chlamydiosis and the organism have been previously characterized. These three scientific indexes were not scanned for articles on this subject after April 1983 since I do not currently work with either chlamydiosis or African clawed frogs. A retrospective search of the above mentioned indexes revealed that the article in Laboratory Animal Science was first cited by Index Veterinarius in May 1983 in May (vol. 51, no. 5, 1983 . This article was not cited by Index Medicus and Biological Abstracts until June (Zndex Medicus, vol. 24, no. 6, 1983) and July (Biological Abstracts, vol. 76, no. 1, 1983) , respectively. Likewise, the second article by these authors, which was published in the August 1983 edition of Infection and Immunity, did not appear in any of these indexes until November 1983 (Index Medicus, vol. 24, no. 11, 1983) , several months after my paper went to press in September 1983.
Dr. Anver's letter fails to acknowledge that my article cites the abstract of a paper presented by these authors at the 21st Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy in which these authors present information on an outbreak of chlamydiosis in African clawed frogs. This paper apparently was the basis of the two articles cited in Dr. Anver's letter. Furthermore, my article recognizes these authors as the first to describe chlamydiosis in African clawed frogs.
Sincerely, Elizabeth W. Howerth, DVM College of Veterinary Medicine The University of Georgia Athens, GA
